


part of a unified plan (see section 501(b)(1) of the WIA). A State that wishes to submit a
unified plan must follow any instructions and submission requirements provided by the
U. S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration. For further
information, please contact Janet Sten, the Federal Coordinator for Plan Review and
Approval at sten.janet@doleta.gov or Robin Fernkas at fernkas.robin@doleta.gov. Both
can be reached by calling (202) 693-3054.

Negotiation on Perkins IV Performance Levels for the Core Indicators

In the March 12, 2006, memorandum, the Department acknowledged that many States
would need time to develop and implement valid and reliable measures and to change
their State and local data systems before submitting new State plans under Perkins IV. In
recognition of this challenge, the Secretary, using the transition authority in section 4 of
the Act, permitted each State that submitted a one-year transition plan, and its eligible
recipients, to submit baseline data and to reach agreement on performance levels for the
first two program years only for the three core indicators (academic attainment in
reading/language arts (1S1), academic attainment in mathematics (1S2), and graduation
rates (451)) for which a State must use its State’s standards, assessment, and graduation
rates adopted under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as
amended by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. However, the Department also
indicated that, when a State submitted its five-year State plan, it would need to submit
baseline data and reach agreement on performance levels for program year two (July 1,
2008 — June 30, 2009) for the remaining core indicators. Therefore, each eligible agency
must submit this information in its five-year State plan.

Submission Deadline and Instructions

You must submit your five-year State plan, including the Cover Page, no later than close
of business (5:00 pm EST) on Tuesday, April 1, 2008. State plans may be submitted in
one of three ways: (1) e-mailed to Perkins2008@ed.gov; (2) entered into the electronic
Perkins IV State Plan Database (further information on submitting plans through this
database will be sent to State Directors under separate cover); or (3) mailed to the
submission address below.

If you choose to transmit your plan electronically, you must submit in hard copy to the
address below signed originals of any pages within the document that require a signature.
This includes the Cover Page, EDGAR certifications, and other assurances.

Edward R. Smith

Chief, Program Administration Branch
Division of Academic and Technical Education
Office of Vocational and Adult Education

U.S. Department of Education

550 12™ Street, SW

Potomac Center Plaza, Room 11053
Washington, DC 20202-7110



The Department may publish your State plan, in whole or in part, on our Web site or
through other means available to us.

We look forward to reviewing your State plan and initiatives to implement the Act in the
coming years. Staff of the Division of Academic and Technical Education (DATE),
particularly your State Liaisons and Regional Accountability Specialists, are available at
any time to answer questions that arise as you prepare your plan.



